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Storing samples between glass microscope slides

A pair of hinged glass microscope slides make an ideal container to store samples, provided
that the inside surfaces of the slides are completely free of particles and other
contaminants. Recommended procedure:

1. Clean the slides, then inspect the inside surfaces with a stereomicroscope to ensure the
absence of visible contaminants.

2. Hinge the slides together using two short pieces of 3M #810 magic tape (Fig. 1, blue
painters tape is used below for visual emphasis).

3. Re-inspect the inside surface of the slides with a stereomicroscope before collecting and
transferring the sample to a single point in the well of the bottom slide.

4. Close the plain top slide and press firmly; the appearance of Newton rings will indicate
adequate contact between the slides. Secure the slides closed using one or two pieces
of tape, as shown below (Fig. 2). Fold over one end of the tape so it can be easily
peeled back to open the slide container.

5. Mark the approximate position of the sample on the outside of the bottom slide using a
Sharpie marker. Also, label the slide with an appropriate number or other descriptor.
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